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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Having frequently heard the 
pro{Nnetbr 6f Ifae Rddian remains disco- 
vered at Bighor/ Express a ^ish' that 
he had soihe account df flie discovery, 
for the accommcklaitioii of faiib visitors ; 
ihany of iivlibm were desirous of ob- 
tllatining faiot^e information oh^ the sub- 
jecit^^an it was in his pbwel* td' afford ; 
and having lately communicated an ac- 
cXftinlt bf this disco Vei*y to ttte- Society 
of Antiquaries, and also had engravings 
on a large scale prepared from fac- 
simile drawings of all the Mosaic pave- 
ments, for an extensive work on the 
Roman Antiquities of this Country^ I 
was induced to draw up the following 



brief account; to which are added copies 
of such parts of the plates as appeared 
best adapted to its illustration, 

I shall be very glad if this little 
work should answer the purpose for 
which it is intended ; and ifi.any degree 
serve to make these cu^ioys remains 
better known, and ipore frequently vi-r 
sited ; thereby render^ig them a source 
of profit to tjieif worthy and industrious 
proprietor^ wl)o Jias. ta^on so much care 
for their preservatiQn^ whilst piost of 
th« remMns; of a similar description, 
found in thiscountry^ have been demo- 
lished almi<^st . as soon vas they w^re 
4is.cay§red, . : '. 

, . SAM. liTfSONS. 

* 

Record Office, Tower , 
W June, ISld' 
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In the month of July 1811, a Mosaic pave* 
ment *" was discovered by the plough, in a field 
caUedfhe3)BiTy, in the parish of Bignor, inSus- 
sex, lying abput a quarter of a mile east of the 
churohi belmging to^ and in flie occupatioja 
:of, Mr> G^oifpe Tupper of Bignor : the earth 
being:jre&0Tied, which varied in deptb firom 
one to two feet, the pavement was found to 

* The pavemeato used by the oncienle, formed of 
smM'hitB Qi. st4^oe> maxbley or composition, have 
•been caUed by variouB namea, as',paKime7Ua tessdUita, 
0e^Ua, and vermkulata. The first seems to have 
been used when the work was conjposed entirely of 
UweUtS' or cubes j thesecond, i/^en tibe materials were 
cut into varioua iaoDA, to suit the figures which were 
intfoduc^d ; and the last^ when they consisted of very 
minute partic)es»whaoh enablad the artist to produce 
the effect <rf a pahiting : but the most general denomi- 



8 



be of large dimensions. Its general design 
is in a good taste^ and the various figures are 



nation by which this kind of work has been known is 
that of opus musivum, mosaic-work. These pavements 
are said by FUny to have been introduced among the 
Ilomans from Greece in the time of Sylla : they were 
at first only employed in their temples, but from the dis- 
coveries at Pompeii, it appears that before the time of 
the Emperor Titus they were frequently tised in private 
houses. In the reign of Hadrian they appear to- have 
been in very general use, not only in Italy, but in the 
provinces^of the Roman empire. Many have. been 
discovered in France, Spadn, and Switzerland. But 
perhaps no country has afforded $l greater nutnber and 
variety than England, or of larger dimensions. The 
pavements formerly found at Littlecote in Wiltshire, 
and Stunsfield in 'Oxfordshire, and those discorered 
of late years at Horkstow iii Lincolnshire, and near 
Frampton in Dorsetshire, njay vie in point of size with 
those of the greatest celebrity on ihe Continent j whilst 
that of the €av€ediurm tetrastylon, in the remains of 
the Roman villa at Woodchester, is perhaps the largest 
ever discovered, except the pavement from Otricoli near 
Rome, now laid down in an apartment of the Vatican. 
Many of those found in England have been very rich m 



Figure, oj ' (ja^mede' m, th&PAv&n^U 
marked' A. in tfu/Tlofv. 



_ ^U > .. '.i^V. 




Ti^ur& Of I, du Farve/run£ 
nuirkedA. in^ufUifv. 
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better executed than any which have been 
.before discovered in similar remains in tins 
island. The decorations of this pavement 
consist of two circular compartments, the 
one seven feet six inches in diameter, the 
'other sixteen feet; the smaller one contains 
a representation of the rape of Ganymede^ 
apparently as well e^ecnted as the nature of 
the materials would admit; the lai^e one is 
subdivided Into six irregular hexagonal com- 
partments, within which are ^gnres of dmc" 
ittg nymphs much in the style of those which 
appear in the Roman paintings discovered in 
Italy; one of them has been quite destroyed, 
but enough remains of the' other five to indi* 
Gate what has been the dress and attitude. 

These figures are well executed^ ^md as 
well designed as the nature of the work 
would admit, with the excaptiGMi^ of' the 
lower limbs, which are inponectly drai^n: 

- - ... ■ — ■ . -it 

ornaments, but the figures havef generally been rudely 
executed, Ae materials of which they were formed,.not 
iuiviag bcensmaUenough to produce the cfiTect of paint- 
inji;^ so much admired in the op/us nermictilatum. 
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in which rel^p^ct, us well as i& Ae general 
style ^ ctf ihe Agur^s and ,tke anangeineirt 'Of 
the oittWoMts, dikft parement much resem- 
hh» OM tHiiQh^was found aboht a tentot^ 
a|»o at Ave&ehifts 4tk Switzerland, and wMidi 
there- is good reason to suppose was execntM 
in the reign of Yespaaian or Titus. 

In the^ntse of the circular compartment 
is an hexagonal pisdna, or cistern^ of stone 
4 feet in diainiiter, and 1 foot 7f indies deep, 
with a step at aliout half its depth. At the 
bbttdni is- a round hole 3 inches in dkunetec; 
cdo^ected with a leaden pipa for carrying 
off the water, part of which was discot^eared, 
very ^tire, on the outside of ihe . building 
to • the southwaid. l%ere was. Mt octagonal 
^isteM ib ibe Atenches paTomait, and these 
ai*e toj^sed to be theimly tWo examples of 
the kiad^whiiAo have occunred.. 

Itappemred that the room to trbich tiiis 
paTom^it belonged had been heated by an 
faypoqaust/ some of the flues of which haying 

* Thehypocaii8twastliemo!»HMnialnibde6fwann^ 
ifig the rooms in the Roman bottses, particuholy thfe 
bathd and sudatories^ by meabs of subterraneous flues , 



fpMa^9l»y;^&e smfsce of the paTement ha^i 
lie A vAdefced snerdii. 

. Aiiant 90 feet weiA of fiiis (mv^ment part 
of alboAdr waa diacovmred i^hick appeared^ 
mimsu entire, to hare been 44 feet long and 
Iffiaetwidc^ and^.ta.hihretconsifitt^d of tw^o 
loflrge aqaafe eoanpaetmeatfl t one 6f titeni 
indttdeaa circle, flnbdirdded into itregalar 
hexagteis^l&C; Irith oral xompartmeiits in 
tbejbpanfliils of &(§. dbede^ and ontam^ted 
wiiii figoies^ ofiUttoli |iart of a boy ^ a dol^ 
pkaSk, kbd a.^^easant;/wiih a conraebpiA 
ttfma^asdy.wilii^tl^ letters^ TR. in one of tiie 
aiigsliar apaeesbtttwci^ii the hei^agmis/ The 
aeecmd letter nemi . to hare been intended 
lor a combination of E alnd-R. 

.. .l%ar. other largQcompartmeflto appear 
oiigind]^ to hdve:.con]liined Ibnr octagonal 
divikidna^ ^ch inclading a star^ fonan^ by 
two iatarlaced sqaaxes; mthfn ira» an oc- 



■ ■ f t ^^t—^^^i^ipi— 



with fiinnek carried up through the walls. The fire 
was made in a place called the prafurinum, coi»> 
structed for that purpose on the oatside of the build- 
ings which -coatmunicated with the faypocaust within*, 
by means of aa opening usuaMjr ardied. 



13 

tagfoiik Only one of .theiw jrenibinfid entire^ 
containing a representation of jdie head of 
Winter, clearly indicated .by the manner in 
which all bnt the Tace is enveloped in clofh*' 
ing, and by the leafless braiich which accom- 
panies it; in the other three dmsiohs, ho 
dottbty had been headis of die other Seasons* 
The borders of the sev'eraLcompartiifieaits in 
these pavements, were embellished witb frets^ 
^illoches/ and ptber Boinan arcUtectoral 
ornaments, commonly used, in works of this 
kind; a sort of shading was produced in theni 
by the use of red, yellow^' ahd white, and 
brown, grey, and white rows of tessercB in 
the difierent braids^ &c.; which colours are 
frequently employed alternately.*. - 

The tmenJB were of various sizes, the 
larger red ones for ibe outside^ work and. the 
inferior sort^ of pavienieik^were cubes of about 
an ineh> and fotmed of red bridk or of stone: 
those of which the ornamental parts of the 
pavements were composed varied in size, 

from cubes of half an inch down to the sixth 

> 

of an inch. 
. In the y^ar 1812 an investigation of these 

■ See ^peciinehsK>f these ttonkfs-iii H.V. p/22. 
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remains was hegxm, and continued occasion- 
ally in the three following years, in order, 
by laying open the foundations of the walls, 
to trace the plan of the building, which ap- 
peared to have been a Roman Villa of con- 
siderable . extent . 

The room niarked (a) in the plan, con- 
taining the Mosaic iPayement first discovered, 
when the remains of the walls had been 
traced, appeared to be an oblong of nineteen 
feet by thirty, with a recess on the north side 
twenty feet ten inches wide ; making the 
whole length of the room, from north to 
south, thirty-one feet eleven inches. 

The walls on the east, west, and north 
sides, were two feet six inches in thickness^ 
that on the south side three feet. Between 
the ornamented part of the pavement and 
the wall was a considerable space, (filled up 
with a coarse tessellated pavement of red, 
brick tesserae,) varying in width on the east 
and west, sides irpm four feet, six inches to. 
five feet, four feet ten inches in width on: 
the north and one foot ten inches on the 
south side, . producing a good effect, as it 
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serves to relieve mi [set off the derig& Of fte 
mosaic work. The ymli» of tbi) iMe«il and 
the northern CQwagmtm^ut, cmifawning Uie 
figure of Ganymede^ ftns weira^pttred; IML 
the great circular comparta^mt of this ]iave- 
ment, and the oblong which inolades it, 
are strangely distorted; the wost wall 
of this part pi" the room is ndt at right 
angles with that on the BQuth side, and the 
lines of the moseiic work appear to h^vti been 
adapted to tibat of the wftll. Anoflier m- 
stance of such an irregularity occurs in one 
of the walls of the pe^vement last diBScribed, 
marked (b) in the plan.*" It seems probable 

^ In most of the rcmiuas of the Roman villas, 
are similar deviations from regularity ; and the same 
occur in the remains of a tloman villa discoyerc4 
at lUelves in Spain, published in 1783 by Don 
Pedro Arnal. We need not be surprised that such in- 
stances should occur in so remote a province of the 
Roman empire as Britain^ when Cicero^ giving his 
brother Quintus an account of the progress of his vDla 
netir Rome, complains that the architect had neither 
pdaced the columns upr^it, nor in a straight line. 
" C9lumna8 neque rcctca ueque fegione piphiiks collo* 
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that this room was a tricUnium, or grand 
banquetting room^ in which the conches 
might have been so disposed on the red 
gfoand as not to have hid any of the decora^ 
tions of the pav^aent; and the recens was 
well calculated to answer the purpose -of the 
high table in onr public halls. 

Tlie walls had been ornamented with 
paintings on stucco, many fmgnic^ts" of 
which were found among the mbbish. The 
wall of the room marked (b) had the stuisda 
remaining on it of a plain red colour. 

'On the west side of the recess, in the 
great room, another pavement (marked e 
in the plan) was discovered, 20 feet by 9 feet 
9 inch^, quite entire. The mosaic work 
consisted of two compartments, each 5 feet 
4 inches square, with an oblong one between 
theti 5 feet 4 inches by 2 feet. 6 inches; the 
rest of the pavement being filled up with 
coarse red tessene. The design of the ob- 



caret : eas scilicet demolietur aliquando perpendicuh 
et tinea discet uti:* Epistolae ad Q. Fratrem, lib^ 
111. 1. 
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long compartment consisted of two sorblls 
of ivy leaves, &c. proceeding from a goblet 
surrounded by a guilloche^ and a black and 
white indented border. One of the Square 
compartments enclosed an octagon fiUed- 
wi£h squares and rhombs, in which were 
frets and ivy leaves ; in the middle of this 
compartment was a square enclosing a large 
rose. The other square included a sort of 
star of twelve points formed' of rhombs, 
within which was a smaller square, with a 
guilloche border enclosing a flower. This 
pavement was several inches above the level 
of that first described, from which it was se- 
parated by a wall 2 feet 6 inches thick; and 
did not appear to have any communicatibn 
with it^ as the wall remained a foot above 
the pavement, and there were no traces of a 
doorway at fliat end of die room. At the 
opposite end was a doorway 3 feet 8 inches 
and a half in width, leading into another 
room 22 feet by 10 feet 4 inches, paved with 
coarse red tessera. 

On the south side of the great paremcnt 
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(a) {he foundation walls of a crypiaparikuii^ 
of great length were discovered (d) in the 
plan) ; it was ten feet in widtti^ and remains 
of the walls were traced to the extent of one 
hundsed and fifty feet to the eastward : part of 
its tessellated pavement^ ornamented with a 
blue labyrinth, and having a red stripe oii 
each side, was remaining at the west end 
to the extent of about 65 feet in length; 
tile rest appeared to have been destroyed 
by the plough. On the north side of 
fliis gallery the foundation walls of a range 
of rooms was discovered running east-' 
ward,, in a line with the great room first dis- 
covered: that marked (f) in the plan was 
nineteen feet two inches by eighteen feet 
nine inches, and had a floor of terras of a light 
red colour. That marked (g) was nearly of 
the same dimensions, and had a tessellated 

* The Cryptoporticus was an inclosed gallery^ in 
which theBomans took the exercise of walking within 
doors, as they did in their Gestatumes in the open a}r. 
It is Tiot noticed by Vitravius, but is particularly men- 
tioned by Pliny in the description of his Tusculan villa. 
It might however have been induded by the former 
writer, in the general term of Ambulatumes. 
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tMrpT>m colomr. 

. A4j<^iQii|g the two Ifist^mentiaiied rooms 
o# ' Ad i\Qf&i side were the fonndatioiis of 
Ql^e/sixt^eiD ff9et squigre j(m(Urked h), Hk'yirimiMi 
^SMP^Qr wm9dc payemwt eig^t ieet mfaaaat^ 
qfmtaiwig four 8qiiar^^.cdmpo3^ a^dt0mbi». 

8^4 1p^^gle^i &c. , 

; 1?^^ jpr^jfTstim of the . Jiypocojist^' bjrr 
which th|^ great Jroom wd othertr.had^beeni 
heated^ was dipcovered:x>n the i^cnc^ side of 
the no^.wall of the. room matked' (e)> aiid 
consisted of two. »waUs eighteen, inches AidL 
and^ eighteen inches asimdeiv projeetulg six^ 
tgep ixiches from, the ^all df the building : be*, 
t^sf e^n, them was a sort of at oh fontted by the 
lilick^ IMTOJecting be3f!ond ^ach oilier, and 
comuMiBipating with the fines nndw the dlf- 
flsrent paTements. 

About thirty feet north of the room mar)^- 
ed (i) in the plan^ a very fine mosaic pave- 
ment was discovered^ a little below the bottom 
of the ditch on the north side of the fiield^ 
which pro ve^d to be a parallelogram of t^^ty* 
ti^o feet by nineteen feet ten.|BGh^3, (k)wlth a 
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semicii^calar recess at tiie^north end tetf feet 
in diameter, m^tkin^ the whale length Alrty- 
twtf Teet, to whicK'th^ ri^^tt'mtoked <l) ajp-' 
|i^eaM$d to liatlB'b^Wfflh anti^o^tai ^ * Nite^door 

The d^st^'df tits pavmient eonsldted of 
a large compartment thirteen feet six inches 
sijiiare/ betweetft t^o nmtbvr oblong* oiies, 
with a fourth approachMg to a semicirele, 
occupying the recess at t&e noith end. ^e 
sqfaare enclosed ba i>cfagon, within Vfiibh 
had been eight smtil oblong compaitments 
meethi;^ towards the t^entre, where they intist 
have fortilM an inner octagon, none of wMdi 
rltaiaiiicld/ tis this part of the pavement had 
been entiiely demoKshed, evid^itly by Ae 
fall of the roof, which had forced several 
lEragments of it down into the hypocaust; a 
large portion of which was laid open» and 
several of the pieis of stone, two feet six 
mches and a half in height, with brick tiles 
laid on them; became visible. 

Each of tfie smi^-oblong compairtme&ts 
was tVro ft^ nine indhes by sixteen inches; 
two of fhbm were ehtire, ' containing figtcres 



90 

of cupids or genii> dancing in the manner of 
bfUH^hantes; and of three others^ sufficient 
remained to shew the attitudes of the figures. 

The triangular divisions at the four coiners 
of the square were filled with figures of vans, 
ivith fruit and foliage, and ccMmucopiae al- 
ternately. 

The oblong compartment on the north 
sid^ of the square otxe, is thirteen feet seiven 
inches hmg and two feet six inches wide ; it 
contains twelve figures of cupids or genii, 
habited as gladiators^ and exhibits a very 
complete representation of the costume of 
the retiarii and secutores. The secutores ap- 
pear in that remarkable kind of armour^ from 
which they originally obtained the appellation 
of SamnUes. a 

* The armour worn by the Saimites is described by 
Livy as consisti^ig of a shield, wider at the top for the 
better protection of the breast and shoulders, a greave 
for the lefi leg, and a crested hdmet : exactly the same 
armour appears in the figure of a sepulchral monument 
erected to the meipory of agladiator, whofell a sacrifice 
to the cruelty of the £mperor Caracalla, which is 
given hy Montfiftucon in the second part of the third, 
volume of his Antiquity Explrqu^e, PI. cliv. 




Fi^ure^ of Ol/zd^'a/vrs on, om qf^bc ' 
Mosaic Fet^'Am^Mts euB^nor. 
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The Reiiarii appear as they are described 
by the Roman writers, witii their heads nn- 
Goveredf and with a trident in their left 
hands. The net by which they endeavoured 
to entangle their adversaries appears in the 
riight hand of the one who is preparing for 
the combat. They are all provided with a 
short sword, which they hold in the left hand 
with the trident. ^ 

Here also appear the RudiarU, or veteran 
gladiators, who having been presented with 
a rod, as a token of mannmission, instructed 
the young beginners, and regulated the com- 
bats. 

The subject of this compartment seems to 
have been designed to represent four different 
scenes, in which the same parties are engaged. 

> This circumstance serves to illustrate a passage 
in Valerius Maximus^ who relates that Alterius Rufiis, 
a Roman knight^ was accidentally killed by the sword 
of a Retiariits, with which he was endeavouring to 
strike his fallen antagonist. On this passage Pitiscus 
observes thathe could not well conceive how thei2e^- 
nfweouldmanagea9Word,if he held the net in his right 
hand and the trident in his left. Hesuggests, however^ 
that he might have had the ^word by his side> for iht 
purpose of dispatching his fallen adversary. 
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In ope they are seea fnceparing for the eom* 
be^/t, iBt another joatengngeA ia it ; in a third 
tbe rttkariufi icr wovmded^ .and the rwfiarius ia 
conun^ to bis assistance; in the last he ia 
fall^t, disurmed^ and wjonnded in the thigh. 
T Tb^ s^nicircukue diinaion at the north epd 
of , the pavement is sorronnded by. an elegant* 
^evollof foliage plrodeeding frdmagoblet ; and 
enclosing a circular compartment^ within 
irhicii h represented a female head ornament- 
ed with^ebapletcf flowers; tresses^f hair ap- 
pear on the shoulders, which are naked. The 
h^adis snnrounded with a ntm&ns; like that of 
Christian saints, of a light blue colour, few 
examples (of which sqipear in any of the re- 
mains of ancient art, and only one is de- 
soihed as haying bp^i discovered in a work 
of this kind. From the nimbus it is clear tt^at 
this was designed for the head of a .4eity.; 
and from the circumstance of the shoulders 
being s^aked^ it is most prob9.ble that.it wap 
intended £br Vooius. ^ 

On^e^cb side of tlKe circiular compaitment 
ain conuicainad and festoons <^ foliage, with 
two birds, one on each side, which seem to 
have been designed for pheasants. 
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Spe^mienj oftheBorderj irtthi 
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On the west side of this room were the 
remtiiiia of a sort of enclosed portico maxked 
(m) in the plan ; it appeared to have had a 
terras floor^ and probably had a range of 
small cqlunms, resting at a certain height mi 
the ismBv vrall, one having been found three 
feet ten inches in height^ and a considerable 
pajrt of imoth^ : H^ey were of the Doric order^ 
but witiii a good deal of irregularity in tibe 
aumldings. 

At the west end of the anti-room, marlp^d 
(i) |n the plan, was a very small room marked 
(1)> the dimensions of M^hicb were eig^t feet 
two inches by twelve feet, with two door 
ways, one on the east side opening into the 
anti-room (i), and the other on the north 
communicating with the portico (m). 

At the south end of the room (marked 
b) was a terras floor nearly two feet below 
the level of the pavement of that room; the 
walls which remained on ihe eas<^ north, aad 
soufli sides, to the height of about two feet, 
were covered with stucco two inches thick, 
painted of a red colour, and at the bottom 



.^ 



was a sort of skirting of plaster. Hie same 
was observed in all the other remains of 
rooms^ where the pavement or other fl«or 
was entire, up to the wall. On the west side 
the greater part of the wall had been de- 
stroyed quite to the foundation ; on the east 
side was a heartiii formed of eight bricks, 
each about seven inches square, and a fire- 
place 21i inches wide in the front, 17 inches 
at the back, and eight inches deep. The fire- 
place was formed by two brick tiles on each 
side which had been cramped together with 
iron, and were placed in the manner of those 
on the sides of the stove introduced by 
Count Rumford. This is probably the first 
open fire-place of flie kind discovered in the 
remains of a Roman building, though it is 
certain, from various passages in the Roman 
writers, that other means were employed by 
the ancients for wanning their apartments 
besides hypocausts. ' 

The dimensions of this room (n) were 14 

■ The caminw is' mentioned by Cicero> Horace^ 
Vitravius, and others^ but the learned commentators 
on these authors are by no means agreed as to it* 
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feet 6 inches by 17 feet. At the distance of 
44 feet from the south wall proceeding south* 
ward^ the foundation walls were traced of 
another room (marked o) 16 feet 5 inches by 
15 feet 6 inches; about a fourth part of the 
floor had a coarse tessellated pavement, 
formed of a light brown stone, the rest was 
of terras. Against the west wall was a fire- 
place, with a hearth formed of four square 
bricks; the fire-place was constructed in the 
same manner as that above described, but 
was of smaller dimensions, the opening in 
front being only 19 inches and a half. 

In the autunm of the same year, by fol- 
lowing the foundations of walls in the ad- 
joining common field called the Town Field, 



form or situation ^ and it has been much questioned 
by some of tfaiem^ on the authority of several passages 
in ancient writers, and from none having been dis- 
covered in the remains of Roman buildings^ whether 
there was any chimney, or other means of conveying 
away the smoke 3 though it is hardly to be conceived 
that a room could have been habitable under such 
circumstances, at times when it was necessary to 
close the doors and windows. 
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at the east e^d of the cryptoporticuSy a seoon^ 
gallery was discovered (marked p) separated 
'from the former by a wall> in whidi no 
doubt there had been a door way, thougl^ tii^ 
wall did not remain to a siiffioient beig]|t to 
shew it. This second gallery, or continoa- 
ticm of the cryptoparHcm, was, like that^ ten- 
feet wide, and extended to the lei^^ of 
68 feet, making the whole length of this 
extraordinary anAulatio no less than 227 
feet. Part of a tessellated pavement re- 
mained about the jmddle of die lesser gal- 
lery, the design of which was similar to that 
already described, as remaining in the larger 
one, except that the colours of the labyrinth 
were chaoged, what was red in the one being 
blue in -the other^ and vice versa; and that, 
instead of a guilloche border, the pavement 
in the smaller gallery had a blue and white 
indented one. 

The range of rooms runidngeastwardirom 
the great tricUnium were fqond to extend tins 
\rtiole length of the cfyptaparticHS. Besides 
those above mentioned, the foundation walls 
of five others were found (marked q, r, s. 
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t, jl), of flie follo^ng . dimensions : 8 feet 
1 inch by 8 feet 10 inches^ 16 feet S inches 
by 18 feet 10 inches, 25 feet by eighteen feet 10 
inches, 16 feet 3 inches by 18 feet 10 inches, 
and 516 feet 6 inches by 18 feet 10 inches ; 
and at the east end of this range of apart' 
ments were the foundation walls of two other 
rooms ; one of them (w) 13 feet 2 inches by 
24 feet, the other (u) 18 feet 3 inches by 18 
fbet 6 inches ; and a passage (a) 18 feet 6 
inches by 4 feet 1 inch, running nor&ward, 
where the building appeared to have extend- 
ed further, but could not be traced in that 
direction beyond the hedge of the Town Field. 
None of the seven rooms last mentioned ap- 
pear to have had any pavements. One of 
Aem (marked s in the plan), appeared to 
have been floored with bricks 10 inches and 
3 quarters square; and another, marked t, 
to have been paved with large flag stones. 
The widfli of the walls in this part of the 
building varied from 2 to 3 feet ; they were 
all of the stone of Ijie country unhewn, and 
had evidently been plastered. 

At the east end of the room, marked (w) 



but was brokeaiinto two piec^. Both 1^. 
base and oapjttal bad mada deep irapvessions 
on tbe pay^neai^ sA dboiit'.thc distanGe of 4 
feet; from whieh were sinilar inopressioiui, 
eyid^Erily made by another pillar of tbe same 
size : leaviBg no 9^4$m to, donWitiiat Ibey bad 
stood^at so9ie bright above the paTemeMt^ 
on each side of a doomray. between this and 
the adjoining room^.fhe di»BDsions of which 
appeared to have be^a 90; feet by 85* Hie 
floor of this room marked (2), a great part of 
wbidi remained, consisted of black and white 
stonesjfeach GinebesiMinaieylaadchcqneivwise: 
the white w^re of the same kind of hard stone 
aS' those in the cistern of the large trkUnium, 
the black were a Bixtt of slate. Next to tiie 
wall of the room was a row of .bricks each 11 
inches by i&h inches. Nearly in the middle 
of this room was a cold bath (7) 18 feet by 12, 
^tti a recess on the, SQufti side terminating 
ii^ the segment of a ci«^l^ making the whole 
e^ltteni of the bottom of the bath. 14 feet 8' 
inches from ^east to west> and 13 feet 1 inch 
f|rom nors& to. s^ntfa, .and of flie t6q[>> 18 feet 
2^inches>« by 18 feet 4 inches, and 3 'feet 2 



31 

inches 4leep Jiroia the level of the floor: it 
had three steps^ aome 10}^ inches wide, 
others 11 inches, and varying in height 
from l.foot i to 1^ inches; the lower- 
most was oidy 6 inches liigh. The steps 
on the north side were covered with stones 
vecy' siiii9ptUy.wroagbt; flie other parts were 
ce^^red wi& tervas^laid abont two inches 
ttd^ on bricks. . No drains was found, though 
ip dgnbti there, had, been one; but as the 
floor was broken opt except at the north-west 
o^omer, all traces < of it. had been destroyed. 
Jktfigr. fragments of anieat cornice of stone 
3 ipphes widie, with an ogee inou:ldhig> were 
found among tfae.nd)bi5h which &ied the 
batli. 

On the west side of fiie room in which 
thc/cold baih was discov^ed, appeared the 
remains of lan. extensive, hypocaust (3) in tine 
plan), 34 feet by 12, with a semicircular pro- 
jecition :& feet.2 inches. in diameter, on the 
w«(9t side at the north end. From the fre* 
qnency of (the. brick" piers, it appeared that 
tb0. apartmwt'over it must hs^ve been a sn- 
datoiy,. probably divided into several smaller 
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rooms, of different degrees of heat. The 
j^mfarnivioi (4) was on the outside of the 
wall at the south end : the piers were 2 feet 
9 . inches in height and 7 inches and a half 
square, consisting of 18 layers .of bricks, with 
a. laiger one 10 inches and a half square, laid 
at the top and bottom. Aboye the piers 
there had been a stratum 10 inches and a half 
thick, composed of mortar and pounded 
brick, one fragment of which remained, with 
a coarse tessellated payement of stone ; other 
fragments, on which were some ornaments of 
a blue colour on a white ground, were found 
between the piers of the hypocaust, and two 
small pieces near the north-east corner^ In 
their original position ; in one of which was 
an ivy leaf, and other remains of ornaments, 
which indicateji that the payement had been 
in the same style, as those discoyered in other 
parts of the building. . , 
, In the adjoining room, marked (5) in the 
plan, were considerable remains of a coarse 
tessellated payement, and under it was an 
hjrpocaust; which cominunicated with the 
large one aboye mentioned by means of an 
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arch of bricks, 9 feet 9 inches wide^ and 3 
feet 2 inches high; iaamediately over this 
lurch was a doorway 3 feet 3' inches wide^ 

From the several remains above describ- 
\ed, which, by a compajdson with otlier works 
<of the same kind, conld have been only a 
•part of the building;, and from the extent 
.and magnificence of the apartments which it 
contained, no reasonable doabt can b^.en- 
49ertained th$tt it was the vUla of .some person 
of consequence^ if not a public work, iiv- 
tended for the residence of the Propr0t<yr, or 
at least the legate or governor of the pro- 
.virice. 

Th/e province of the Regni, within which 
it is situated, the capital of which was Reg- 
ntcm, now Chichester, ten miles distant from 
this place, was in all probability, one of those 
reduced by the Romans under Vespasian in 
the reign of the emperor Claudius, as we $nd 
reco|:ded by Suetonius : « and it is certain that 

* ^'Puas validissimas gentes, superque yiginti op* 
pida, et insulam Vectem Britamus proj^mam in dedi- 
tionem redegit.** 



tmteA to il^ ^Aj&tmm ^^vm, mA ^s made 

in Bdtitfii 4urtttg the 0ei^ cff TitM W^1«r> 
Q^toitf fi^ 9Fftdtiii9^ ;^dio iMtoini» its ttiattHf^ 

-mislf lyeefi 6i«ct«d bf die R»di4iM9 tbeii^ 

By A i^oil^ffiAigcm 9( fb6 4iflfeMnt «ped^ 
mens of mosaic work discovered at BhgA^, 
4<^ tb6 %tt]^ olf id^loi- tMia&» in dtber 

^ .W)e leara this £x>m the inscribed stone found in 
the yemr 1723 at Chichester^ and now in the possession 
of the Duke of Bichmond ; where it appears^ ihat by 
^is order^ ti t€^tnfAe dedicated to Neptune and Mlnerv^ 
\^d3 erected tt Regnum by the Collegium Mrwum. 
Irhid circumstance relatirig' to Cogiduntts is Arrther 
confirmed by a passage inTacitus*sLife of Agricola: 
^^Ousedato dtitates Cogidnno regi donatse ;" adding^ 
that he remained* faithM to the llomans doWn to 
his time. 
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jvretty 0Q,tiAfacto|^; Ascertaioed, there ap^ 
jj^ar to be probable groosda for ire&xring 
ibem to a3 early a j^iod a3 the reign of 

la tb^ je^ 17X)8, a laosaic pf^Teme^i wa^ 
discovered at Avenches in SwUzer)ai|^j tb§ 
Av^itktm BJdvetiorvm o£ A#piiiae'«t Itine- 
wy* caJUed by Tacitus 6^1^ 42qpiil^ ^hmh 
W4a patronised in a partiqidar maimer by the 
^omoerora V eauaaian aaa Titw. >Qf thia iiave- 
foent A particular accomit wa& pttb^shed by 
Ifr^ De Schmidt, Sc^gpeor do J^^fias^ in hia 
Eeceuil d'Aotiqiut^s d^ la Si^s^e»ir(W which 
it ap^ea^s so ,e»c% ^> ra^fesdde the large 
payemen^ first discoyered at Bigoor that there 
seems good grawad for ^^OBJectiiBiiig Hiatldhey 
ar^ .the work of , the sapie foliBt^ Each of 
^beia bas a cistern of about the saine stee ; 
a circmnstance which does not/appear ta 
baff^ooci^ved i|^ ap^ ol^^ yr^fk:o{ l^e l^hid. 
The pavi^iaeat at. Aveaches has ^gmes of 
iPfM^aates Jra oolagoyied conqi^rtmeiitSy exe? 
flltedr^xacfly in the sa^w style, and wi(|h tbc^ 
aaDne defect of the lower exkemi^es 
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too short, US tliey appear in tibe Bignor payd-* 
tneat, and a bltle nimlma round the head of 
BacchnSy as it here appears tomid that of 
Venus, wMeh is supposed to be pednliasr to 
these two parcments. There is also a general 
agreement between the style of otnament in 
both of them. 

Another circumstance which 'makes it 
probable fliat these pavements were of so 
early a period is, that many of the ornaments 
and general style of the mosaic work bear a 
s^triking resembl^bice to those oJF the pave- 
ments discovered at Panqmi, which could 
not havfe been of a later date &an the reign 
of TiixiSi The ball in the stem^of ttie vaiies 
%^iiich fill two of the spandrils of the pave- 
ment last ffiscovered,'ahd of fliat from which 
the scrolls in the bow proceed, is a pecu- 
lianly which' occurs in one of the pav^nents 
at /ntTWtp^Jl. 

To this may be added, that the general 
style and arrsmgement of the ornaments which 
nnifbrmly prevail in all the Bignor pavements 
dlflFers from any yet discovered in Britain, and 
has (he appearance of much greater anti- 
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qmtjr. The figures, too, are composed of mnch 
better materials, and are mmch bettw drawn 
and executed tihan fliose which appear in 
other works of the kind so frequently fbnnd 
in 



DUtances cf the Roman VUla at Bignor from the 

Nmghbtnurmg Toums. 

mica. 

From Arundd 6^ 

^ Chichester by the hone road 11 

« by the carriage road 15 

Horsham by Pulborough 30 

Petworth. , 6 



THB END, 



T. Bensley, 
Cnmc Court, Fket-Stitet, Loadon* 
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